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they were called Nigamasabhas with the management of
municipal affairs in their charge. Srenis of oil-mongers
and other tradesmen and workers were included in the town
organisation, into which the Nigamasabhas sometimes
expanded themselves with the Pattanaswami as their head.
"Though merchants of Brahmin decent....are spoken of
in a few inscriptions, the mercantile and traditional classes
were mostly ' Yirabanajigas'.l Similar references to
* Vuabanajadharma' can be found in the Kadamba records,
indicating the unwritten law of the trading classes. In the
Kadamba period, "in many cities trade and industries were
regulated by guilds".8 About their origin it is said that
little information is yielded by the inscriptions and yet
" the system in its organised form was probably introduced
into Karnataka from the North. Nevertheless it stands to
reason to suppose that some form of commercial organisa-
tion did exist in Karnataka before the establishment of the
guild system ". * The guilds of mediaeval Karnataka are
classed under two divisions, the merchant guilds and the
craft guilds. Though little is known about "the constitu-
tion and working of these guilds8, it may be inferred that
they regulated the economic life of the town and e< were the
centre of activity in the city" thus performing social and
religious functions as well. * "The highly developed charac-
ter of the guilds " is evident from the epigraphical referen-
ces to guilds of 360 cities.s In the Rastrakuta period also,

1 M. V. Krsuarao: The Gangas of Talkad, p. 160.
8 &5 G. M. Moraes:   The Kadambakula, p. 284.
* Ibid, p. 285.
6 Ibid, p. 286.